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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To effectively reduce the storage capacity by 
instructing an alternate address in place of a fault sector with 
distinguishing information and a relative number when the sector is 
generated on its recording medium. 

CONSTITUTION: When the fault sector is detected, the residual 
number of alternate sectors in the same block as the fault sector 
is checked by a control part 5. When an alternate sector remains in 
the same block, the relative number of an alternate area 1 1 in a 
zone in the same block as the fault sector is calculated. That is, 
the relative number indicating what ordinal number of the objective 
alternate sector from the 1st alternate sector is obtained, and an 
obtained result is registered in a map of the magneto-optical disk 
3. Since the alternate sector is used in the same block, a flag is '0\ 
and an address of the fault sector is registered as the address of 
the original sector before alternation. On the other hand, when no 
alternate sectors remain, the residual number of alternate sectors 
in a spare area 9 is checked. If any sector remains, its relative 
number that is what ordinal number from the 1 st alternate sector 
is obtained, and the obtained result is registered in the map of the 
magneto-optical disk 3. 
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